
This has been a head-spinning quarter.  In March I debated 
the issues of whether gun laws are repugnant to the Sec-
ond Amendment (yes, they are) and whether the lack of 
state militias is repugnant to the Second Amendment (yes; 
but my definition of militia is composed of all citizens 
above the age of 16 and not the National Guard under the 
direction of the President or Governor.)  The debate was 
part of a three-day WeThePeople Conference.

The shooting at Virginia Tech resulted in a plethora of 
interest in all groups concerned with guns, both pro- and 
con.  I appeared on live-remote for Canadian Television 
on a Columbine Anniversary program.   Radio Nether-
lands had a four-way discussion on the impact on inter-
human relations when guns are present in a society.   The 
moderator was in The Netherlands, I represented the US, 
there was an ex-sniper in Switzerland and an anti-gun 
activist in South Africa.  We interacted for almost an hour 
to produce a 14-minute segment.

Recently, SAS has been asked to participate in Second 
Amendment supportive radio programs in Michigan.

As National Spokeswoman I, literally, have talking points.  
I use them both in speaking and in writing.  These are 
positions that have been discussed either among the board 
of directors or among the State Coordinators, and are, 
therefore, the official stance of SAS.

In addition to my talking points, the three biggest of which 
I will share, I work hard to maintain a calm, reasonable 
demeanor.  This is easiest when writing or having an 
off-camera, telephone or ham-radio, interview.  It is espe-
cially easy when the interviewer is on our side.  That is not 
the usual case.

Oppositional broadcasts are very popular.  They make 
having a strong idea of message especially important, 
because the speaker for the other side and possibly the 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

It is my great privilege to be able to state unequivocally that 
SAS is in great shape!  Our membership is growing by leaps 
and bounds, and we are picking up more state coordinators 
and area coordinators to help them.  We still have openings 
for coordinators in some states.  If you think you might be 
interested in volunteering for a position in your state, please 
let us know by calling our toll free number: 877-271-6216.  
We will be very happy to talk with you. 

We continue to hold our “Ladies Learn to Shoot” days across 
the country.  We have trained literally thousands of women 
in gun safety and how to shoot.  Many of these women go on 
to get the Concealed Carry Permit.

In the past few months, we have had three successful mail-
outs to all of our members.  We sent letters containing very 
distinctive SAS post cards and asked that our members send 
them to their congressional representatives.  One was sent 
out to ask that our representatives vote no on the renewal of 
the “Assault” Weapons Ban, HR 102.  That bill was defeated.

The second mailing was concerning a hideous piece of legis-
lation that will allow the Federal government to add medical 
history background checks to be able to buy a gun. This was 
a terrible affront to the sanctity of the doctor-patient relation-
ship, and people’s right to privacy.

The history of HR 2640 demonstrates that we must remain 
ever alert. Although harmful legislation can be opposed and 
even defeated, it is still bound to reappear in some form. All 
it takes is a change of number to bring it back to life, and the 
anti-gun forces are relentless.

The third mailing was a fund raising letter.  This was only the 
second time in the nearly eight years of our existence that we 
have sent out a fund raising letter.  The response was very 
good, and we want to thank each one of you who sent in a 
donation.  Donations of any amount are always very wel-
come, and we do our utmost to use the money very wisely 
and carefully.  Even though we are all volunteers, we do have 
expenses such as postage and printing up stationery, bro-
chures, etc.  

We are now gearing up for our second in person meeting of 
state coordinators in Dallas.  These ladies are using their own 
money to get to this meeting!   It is so helpful to get to know 
people with whom we work on a daily basis in cyberspace.  

Once again, thanks to all our members for doing your part to 
help keep Second Amendment Sisters growing.

Mari Thompson
Co-founder and president 
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I live in Corpus Christi, Texas with my husband, Mike, and 
two daughters, Regan (6) and Hazel (10). We have lived in 
Texas since 2003. I was born in Staten Island, NY, and have 
lived in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Virginia, Florida, Cali-
fornia, South Carolina, Michigan, Washington D.C., Mis-
souri, and Ohio.  

Currently, I am attending the University of Phoenix with a 
minor in Criminal Justice and a major in Psychology and 
carry a 4.0 GPA. It was while researching one project that I 
found the SAS website. I decided that becoming involved 
here would be a great way to support my beliefs in our 
Second Amendment.

What the Second Amendment means to me is family legacy. 
I am married to a direct descendent of Richard Stockton, one 

of the original signers of the Declaration of Independence. 

I believe that this country was forged and built from blood, 
guns, and guts. The strength it took to stand up for what was 
right then (as well as now) and what those founders believed 
would be the key to the longevity of this country, which is 
not something that should be taken lightly. They believed, as 
do I, that armed citizens would keep this country honest. 
While we are faltering in that area I don't believe all hope is 
lost. I think when the government once again understands 
that its citizens are willing to defend this Nation from de-
struction without and within we will return to the path where 
those with the foresight and fortitude had set us so long ago. 
I look forward to working with all of you in our efforts to 
secure our Constitutional right to bear arms.

www.2asisters.org    •    www.2asisters.net    •    www.2asisters.com



STATE OF THE STATES

Page 3Voice of Reason

CALIFORNIA
State Coordinator ~ Nikki ~ ca_coord@2asisters.org

On April 22, the San Diego Area Coordinator, Joanne “Skip” 
Dishon, organized a ladies shoot at the Project 2000 range in 
El Cajon.  She had 19 ladies sign up for the event, most of 
whom were 1st time shooters!  The event was such a com-
plete success that she has already scheduled another one for 
September.  The Project 2000 range was very pleasant and 
hospitable, kindly providing us our own private range.

On May 20th I had the honor of representing the 2nd Amend-
ment Sisters to the Jewish War Veterans of the United States.  
Most of the men in this room were veterans of WWII and the 
Korean conflict; you can imagine how most of these men feel 
about the 2nd amendment.  I was in awe at the amazing 
history sitting in that room at JWV Post 595.  They were 
quite passionate.  The post-discussion about the right to 
defend ourselves and the need to be making sure our legisla-
tors hear us was incredibly refreshing.

While California SAS membership is definitely up, with a 
295% increase since January,  my next order of business is a 
membership drive.  We will be holding ladies shoots in the 
Los Angeles and Bakersfield areas.  

SAS will be having a table at the World Steel Challenge 
Championships which are being held in Piru, CA on August 
16th-19th.  

On the Legislative frontline:

AB 1471 - This bill would require all semi automatic pistols 
to have a “microstamping” firing pin.  That way each time 
the gun was fired it would put the firearm make, model, and 
serial number on the casing.  The idea is of course criminal 
identification.

AB 334 - This bill would require that anyone who has a 
firearm stolen needs to report the theft within 5 days of it 
being stolen.  Persons who do not report their firearm stolen 
within the required amount of time would be fined.

AB 652 - This bill would prohibit an employer from dis-
charging an employee or refusing to hire an applicant on the 
basis that the employee or applicant legally stores a firearm 
in his or her vehicle at the work site.

AB 1645 - Forbids the governor from seizing or confiscating 
guns or ammunition, during a state of war or a state of 
emergency, from any person lawfully carrying or possessing 
the gun or ammunition, provided, however, that a peace 
officer acting in his or her official capacity may disarm an 
individual if the officer believes it necessary for public safety 
purposes.

MAINE
State Coordinator ~ Genie ~ me_coord@2asisters.org

I will start with the nice news, give you the cold facts, but 
don’t fall asleep before you read the last few paragraphs.  All 
is not well.

Two Introduction to Shooting for Women will be presented 
at the South Berwick Rod and Gun Association.  Again, 
these are generously sponsored by the Kittery Trading Post.  
Although the applications were supposed to be capped at 20, 
to date there are 23 applicants and a growing waiting list.  
KTP has been handling the sign-up process, and informed 
me that this is the most popular seminar they hold.  Both 
events will include a lobster lunch, and cost $25.  The fee did 
not seem to impact interest.  They are the only fundraisers 
scheduled.

There were far fewer bills affecting gun use and ownership 
during this legislative session.  

LD99 An Act To Require Alien Big Game Hunters 
To Be Accompanied by a Guide
LD117   An Act To Prohibit Hunting at Range Ponds 
State Park
LD148 An Act To Provide Fairness in Concealed 
Weapon Reciprocity Agreements
LD361 An Act To Create a Waiting Period for 
Firearms 
LD486 An Act To Establish an Apprenticeship 
Hunter License Program
LD605 An Act To Eliminate the Super Pack Hunt-
ing License 
LD605 An Act To Eliminate the Super Pack Hunt-
ing License 
LD771 An Act To Allow a Hunter To Retrieve a 
Dog from Posted Property
LD822 An Act To Eliminate Fees for Resident Ju-
nior Hunters
LD982 An Act To Encourage Youth Hunting

Continued on page 4
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LD1000 An Act To Increase Firearm Safety on 
College Campuses
LD1009 An Act To Provide Firearms Safety Instruc-
tion for Adolescents
LD1111 An Act To Protect Children by Requiring 
Trigger Locks on Handguns
LD1305 Resolve, To Create a New Hunter Safety 
Course
LD1902 An Act To Bring Maine into Compliance 
with Federal Law Regarding Purchases of Firearms 
by Persons Found To Be a Danger to Themselves or 
Others

Happily, LD361 and LD1111 did not pass.  The latter was a 
bill brought by a group of middle school children.  During 
the hearings, it was brought out that the only source they 
used for their contentions was the Brady web site.  The 
children were told that there was more to research than 
looking at one side of a controversial issue. The teacher was 
neither reprimanded nor fired.  

While most of the bills concern hunting, it is important that 
there is an effort being made to encourage young people to 
enter the shooting sports.  Unfortunately, LD1009 did not 
pass.  It would have required an inclusion of firearms instruc-
tion in the curricula of high schools.  

I have contacted several state legislators about the possibility 
of sponsoring a bill erecting ‘Safety Zones’ instead of gun-
free zones.  

A situation has just come to my attention that may have a 
severe impact on all of us.  A young woman who attended 
our first Intro to Shooting class has had all her weapons 
confiscated.  She became very interested in shooting, came 
to practice sessions with her husband, began buying guns, 
took up reloading.  She was enthralled.  It was a hobby she 
shared with her husband.

At some point her husband was convicted of domestic abuse, 
and was placed on probation.  Although this was after their 
marriage, it did not involve the woman in question.  After the 
probation was over, the couple brought back the guns they 
had stored at a family member’s home.  The woman bought 
another gun.  In December the county sheriff arrived at the 
home, told them the husband was banned from having guns 
for life, not the period of probation, and confiscated all guns 
in the home, plus the ammunition that they had reloaded.  He 
allowed them to keep the reloading equipment for the time 
necessary to sell it.

There were five guns taken - a rifle, which belonged to the 
husband, a shotgun and three handguns that belonged to the 
woman.  Included in the three was her original gun, a .25 
caliber pistol she inherited from her uncle.  There was a delay 
in her written request to regain the firearms, and she was told 
it was ‘too late; they are gone.’

WANTED ~ Pro-Second Amendment lawyers in all states 
who will counsel people in this kind of position. The impli-
cation of gun confiscation from a woman who has done 
nothing because she is married to a man who is convicted of 
domestic abuse is chilling.  How could one defend oneself if 
she were the victim?  

MICHIGAN
State Coordinator ~ Leslie ~ mi_coord@2asisters.org

Here’s what’s going on in the Michigan Legislature.

2007 House Bill 4168 (Increase shooting from vehicle 
penalties )

Introduced by Rep. Brenda Clack on January 30, 2007, to 
provide sentencing guidelines for the increased penalties 
proposed by House Bill 4167 for intentionally shooting a 
firearm from a vehicle or into a building in a manner that 
endangers another person. ·Passed in the House (109 to 1) on 
March 15, 2007. ·Received in the Senate on March 20, 2007.

2007 House Bill 4167 (Increase shooting from vehicle 
penalties)

Introduced by Rep. Brenda Clack on January 30, 2007, to 
increase the penalty for intentionally shooting a firearm from 
a vehicle in a manner that endangers another person, or 
shooting at a potentially occupied building, from up to four 
years in prison and a $2,000 fine, to 10 years and $10,000, 
15 year and $15,000 if another person is seriously injured, 
and up to life in prison if someone is killed. ·Passed in the 
House (109 to 1) on March 15, 2007. ·Received in the Senate 
on March 20, 2007.

2007 House Bill 4612 (Establish retired law enforcement 
officer pistol certificate)

Introduced by Rep. John Espinoza on April 19, 2007, to 
establish sentencing guidelines for the crime included in 
House Bill 4611 of providing false information on an appli-
cation for a certificate to carry firearms by a retired law 
enforcement officer.

Continued on page 5



STATE OF THE STATES - continued from page 4

Page 5Voice of Reason

2007 House Bill 4554 (Allow smokeless powder rifle for 
hunting where black powder allowed)

Introduced by Rep. Brian Calley on March 29, 2007, to 
allow the use of a smokeless powder rifle for hunting in the 
same circumstances in which black powder rifles are al-
lowed. Under current law there are expanded seasons for 
muzzleloading rifles, which use black powder or modern 
substitutes (other than "smokeless powder," which is only 
used in modern cartridge firearms). 

2007 Senate Resolution 19 (THIS IS A GOOD ONE!!!)

Introduced by Sen. Alan Sanborn on March 7, 2007, to 
memorialize the Congress of the United States to enact 
legislation, such as H.R. 226, to provide reciprocity among 
the states with regard to the right to carry concealed fire-
arms. 

2007 Senate Bill 118 (Impose penalty for loaded firearm 
within minor's reach )

Introduced by Sen. Martha G. Scott on January 30, 2007, to 
establish sentencing guidelines for the crime proposed by 
Senate Bill 119 of leaving a loaded firearm within reach or 
access of a minor child.

2007 Senate Bill 119 (Impose penalty for loaded firearm 
within minor's reach )

Introduced by Sen. Martha G. Scott on January 30, 2007, to 
prohibit storing or leaving a loaded firearm within reach or 
access of a minor under certain circumstances.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
State Coordinator ~ Jenn ~  nh_coord@2asisters.org

New Hampshire has a lot to be proud of this legislative 
season. SAS-NH members where instrumental in defeating 
SB44 a bill that would have changed New Hampshire from 
a shall-issue to a may-issue state. 

SAS-NH members also came out in full force to support 
HB685, a bill to keep NH out of the Real ID Act of 2005. 
Our piece of legislation, introduced by Representative Neil 
Kurk, not only stops our state from participating but also 
creates a law that protects NH citizens from any future 
federal legislation aimed at creating a national ID card.

Annie Leger, who leads the Monadnock region for SAS-
NH, has many plans in the works. We are glad to have her 
aboard and are looking forward to seeing the fruit of her 
labor.

Thanks to Nancy Crowley, our Manchester Coordinator, we 
are now holding monthly ladies practices at the Manchester 
Firing Line. These practices are at 6pm on the second 
Sunday of each month. 
We want to extend a special thanks to member Richard 
Aldrich who donated 100 targets for use at our ladies’ 
practices. Half of the targets are ‘bad guy’ targets meant to 
aid in the practice of women who actively carry. The other 
half are silhouettes.

Upcoming events include the New Hampshire Taxpayers’ 
Coalition Picnic on July 7, and our quarterly meeting on July 
28.  We will also participate in the Free State Project’s 
annual gathering at Gunstock during the third week of July.

OHIO
State Coordinator~Joyce “Queen” ~oh_coord@2asisters.org

I had the opportunity to speak to a CHL gun class where a 
lot of Ohio ladies were in training.  I am happy to say that I 
have been invited back.  

Things are in motion to get a Ladies’ Shoot going in Cleve-
land. We have the support of Atlantic Gun and Tackle, who 
have expressed interest in helping us with our cause.  

I am in the process of contacting members whose member-
ships have lapsed. 

Concealed handgun license (CHL) statistics for the first 
quarter of 2007(OHIO):
 
There have been 92,121 regular, and 217 temporary emer-
gency licenses (TEL's) issued by Ohio's 88 sheriffs since 
Ohio began issuing the licenses in 2004. Less than 1% of 
those have been suspended or revoked for any reason. 

After the first year rush to obtain licenses, demand has 
stabilized as Ohio moves into its fourth year of issuing 
licenses. From January through March of this year, 5,356 
more people obtained their CHL's, and 9 people obtained 
TEL's. This represents only a 3% decline from the same 
quarter in 2006. As happened last year in the first quarter, it 
is also an increase above the third and fourth quarters of the 
previous year.

Continued on page 6
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The passing of HB347 last December may have helped 
generate interest in new licenses, as many people did not 
want to (or understand how to) comply with the "plain sight" 
restrictions that existed previously. That law did not take 
effect until March 14 and thus may only have contributed 
minimally to the strong numbers. 

This year Ohio will issue the 100,000th CHL, and with each 
new license comes increased political power. Just as in all the 
44 states that preceded Ohio with concealed carry, the num-
bers are proving that the law works. The gun ban extremists' 
claims continue to be proven false, and lawmakers are in-
creasingly interested in real solutions to real problems relat-
ing to crime and safety. 

PENNSYLVANIA
State Coordinator ~ Judy ~ pa_coord@2asisters.org

After a rally in the Capital Rotunda in Harrisburg of almost  
1000 gun owners 
from around the 
State of Pennsyl-
vania on April 
24th, HB760, one 
of the most re-
strictive pieces of 
gun legislation 
ever introduced 
in Pennsylvania, 
seems to be 
DOA. Second Amendment Sisters was a supporting organi-
zation at the rally. Several members attended. Thanks to 
everyone. We appreciated Larry Pratt, from Gun Owners of 
America, attendance in support of Pennsylvania gun owners.

I had the opportunity to be in Philadelphia for a couple of 
days and visited some gun club Presidents and one club. I 
will be making another trip after the primary election.

Thanks to Lifetime members William Law and Tom Sawyer 
for their extra support for our mailing against the McCarthy 
Bill.

We must continue to be attentive to what a few anti-gun 
legislators in Harrisburg are doing to further restrict our gun 
rights.

Against state law, in Philadelphia the City Council passed 
five restrictive gun laws. Let’s see what Harrisburg is going 
to do with this.

Last year HB 2563 Carry firearms while hunting was passed 
and put into law. We still have the Castle Doctrine, Right-to-
Carry in State parks, elimination of the PA Instant check 
system, and others pending in Harrisburg.

Sadly we lost Representative Theresa Forcier, a Sister and a 
great supporter of our gun rights, in the past election.

CCW Reciprocity Update – Thanks to PA Attorney General 
Tom Corbett, PA has entered into License to Carry Firearms 
Reciprocity agreements with South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Oklahoma and Virginia. Currently PA CCW holder have the 
right-to-carry in the following states: Alaska, Florida, Geor-
gia, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, New Hampshire, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Vir-
ginia, Wyoming, Idaho, Indiana, Montana, and Utah. Any 
adult, from any state, who can legally own a handgun may 
legally carry it concealed anywhere in Vermont without a 
permit or permission from government.

We continue to rebuild our membership. I do wish that more 
members would submit their emails if they have one. It is 
really an inexpensive way to keep in touch.

WANTED:  Coords who wish to become more involved and 
will be responsible for their area of our big state.  Contact 
Judy, the SAS PA Coordinator. The Second Amendment is 
the Keystone Amendment to our Constitution and Pennsyl-
vania is the Keystone State. Let’s make a difference.

SOUTH DAKOTA
State Coordinator ~ Nancy ~ sd_coord@2asisters.org

The South Dakota chapter has four ladies' shoots planned for 
this summer:  May 26, July 7, August 25, September 30

Once again, gentlemen are invited to attend the September 
machine gun shoot which will start as soon as the ladies are 
finished, around noon.  The shoot will again be under the 
supervision of Rangemaster, Seth Thompson.  Last year, 
about twenty husbands and boyfriends, in addition to us 
women, attended our fundraiser machine gun shoot.  We will 
have at least five different submachine guns available: S&W 
76, H&K MP5 SD, Micro UZI, M-16, Mac-10 

If you've never shot a machine gun, don't pass up the oppor-
tunity if it presents itself.  It's a hoot!
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____$15 Youth membership (17 and under)
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__________Donation DUES/DONATIONS NOT TAX DEDUCTIBLE
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_______________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Second Amendment Sisters, Inc.
900 R.R. 620 S
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host, as well, will be on the attack.  The audience is hoping
for a cat fight.  My number one job is to make SAS look 
superior.  I struggle to keep from being side-tracked, and, 
if possible, to make my opponent agree with me.  So, I 
keep my talking points handy.

First, self-protection is a matter of Choice.  I always 
capitalize Choice, both writing and speaking. (You know 
the intonation to use to verbally italicize.)   Many women 
believe in Choice.  They feel a woman should make 
decisions on what to do with her body.  I agree.  I Choose 
to protect mine.  I do not insist on any other woman 
making the same decision to protect herself, but I hope 
that all women will allow me to keep the right to defend 
myself.

Second, self-defense is a basic human right.  We have the 
right to life; we have the right to protect that life; and we 
have the right to the means to do so.  The United States of 
America might be the only place, and at most is among a 
handful of countries, where this is still believed.  The 
United Nations is working to eliminate self-defense as a 
legitimate reason for killing another.

The reason goes that there is, indeed, a right to life.  We 
all have a right to life.  In America we still hold to the 
ancient Judeo-Christian concept that if you do certain 
things, you are relinquishing your natural rights.  If you 
attempt to murder someone, you are giving up your own 
right to live.  Your intended victim is free to kill you, 
instead, and he will be exonerated.  He has acted in 
‘self-defense.’                                     
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The New Think is that there are no consequences to 
decisions.  Everyone has the right to life.  If someone 
attacks you with the intent of murdering you, you may do 
everything in your power to protect yourself except kill 
him.  You have no right to take away his right to life.  His 
attempt to murder does not negate his right to life.

If killing an attacker is the only way to defend yourself, 
you may kill him and stay alive.  However, his murderous 
attack will not justify your subsequent action, and you will 
not be able to plead ‘self-defense’ because it is no longer 
a defense in most of the world.  Kafka, anyone?

Presently, it is a reasonable defense, here.  Second 
Amendment Sisters is a single-issue organization:  pre-
serving the legitimacy of self-defense is that cause! 

Third, we need to establish Safety Zones to replace the 
ineffective ‘gun-free zones’ which do nothing to prevent 
and much to encourage carnage.  We can do this by 
creating legislation in the states allowing faculty, staff, 
visiting parents and students who hold concealed carry 
permits to bring their handguns to schools and other public 

places.  Concealed weapons extend the protection to ev-
eryone, because a person with evil intent entering a 
school, or mall, or public building would not be able to tell 
who among the crowd was unarmed.  

This same argument works against the claim of ‘too many 
illegal guns’ in the country’s cities.  There may be too 
many ‘illegal’ guns, but a worse problem is that there are 
not enough ‘legal’ guns on our streets.  Evil doers are not 
keen to engage armed citizens.  They prefer defenseless 
victims.

We will not be defenseless victims, willingly.  From our 
inception Second Amendment Sisters has fought to main-
tain the dignity of womanhood.  We refuse to cower and 
beg for mercy.  Self- defense is a basic human right.  We 
defend that right that we might defend ourselves.

Genie Jennings
SAS National Spokeswoman
Maine State Coordinator


